26       THE LIFE STORY OF A BRAHMAN
A boy's birthday in India is not generally the wonderful and
glorious day that it is to a child in England, On each anni-
versary he is just washed in water mixed with milk and
molasses, and a lucky woman waves her arms towards him
and cracking her knuckles against her forehead takes on her-
self his ill luck. If the family is very orthodox, he will pro-
bably worship Markandeya, one of the seven immortal sages,
in order to gain a long life himself. Sad to say, it is con-
sidered unlucky to observe a girl's birthday at all.